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Chapter g
Thoughts on Slavery
"You know I dislike slavery; and you fully admit the abstract
wrong of it." --From the August 24, 1855 Letter to Joshua Speed

D.Z';orn a doutherner, Lincoln kad grown up with Jfaver}/. j}) j;uﬁ'ana and Jater
in IMhinois ke kad been surrcunded’ l{}/ doutherners who considered slaves their
preperty. ngert/ﬁefe&&, the t/fouj/ft of‘ one man being owned b:}/ another was
abhorrent to him. ﬁurinj his ﬁr&t term in the g]fz’noz’ef Ie:yi&fature he gjofoo"et[ a
resclution, Jz{yinj ”t/;e nstitution (?f Jfaver:}/ 7S féundé([ on... z'nju&tice. ! ggt he

did not J'oz'n the jrow‘inj abolitionist movement, ﬁr fe féarec[ that should the
z;izlz_ofz'tz'om'at& Jarevaz'f it would. c,Zyvafz't the Union.

W%n Iz'ncofn moved to c55(]'9rz'njflefc[, the new ccgaz'taf of ﬁfffz'noz'o“, he was 28
years old, the Jaw “partner OJC the aristocratic Jolin c5tuart, and ke had. jaz'nec[
entree to the /zdzc'yﬁdeest soctal cz'rcfe&——quz'te a rise ﬁr the 'facngocl:f 50}/ " who kad
feﬁ the ﬁre&t& J'uo“t seven year& earfier. ﬁef(‘are fonj fe was enjcyet[ to \7‘2‘:17:}/
Todd, a Jagoufar Douthern belle with snapping brown eyes. 72667‘ reatlj/ wit and’
keen mind attracted ;%l;e but their court&/fz{']o was marked 53/ great ndecision on



his part. ?z’naffy, after numerous break-ups and reconciliations they were
married in 1842 and established their first home in the Gobe Javern in
Springfleld; where they fived until after the birth of their first sen, Rebert
Todi: After_Jokin Stuart was elected’to Congress Lincoln dissohved their
partnership and formed ancther with Stephen J. Logon. Scon after that he
opencd his own Jaw of fice and took on William Ferndon (a young fawyer ten
years younger than Abe) as Junior partner, an association that Jasted the rest of
iis fife. Lilly Herndon Lecame Fthe's most Joyal friend and confidant and
Jater wrote a definitive biography of the great statesman.

Life was pleasant encugh for the Lincolus. They had bought the kome (at the
corner of Juckson and Sth Strocts in Springfield) which was hencoferth'to be
the family's komestead and which stands today as a state Musewn and ancther
son, Ediward Daker, kad been born. Lut the durk meanings and drifts of the

!
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trouﬁ/eJtlmeJ were Jﬁomnj mn %@ 5 knjjfoomyﬁce anJcaVernOuJ (fye&'-

Wtk kis efection to tonjreew n 1847y Lincoln entered the national scene. Jhe
two great issues ﬁcz'nj the fecyz'afatonf in MJﬁ?njton were Jfaver}/ andthe ‘War
with ﬂ:xiw. %ﬁe s  posttion on Jfaver:}/ was well known and’ Jare&umaﬁ/y shared”
@ at Jeast a ng’orz'@/ OJC the IMinois voters, but hiis stand’ against the War made
tiim unpopular with his constituents and he knew Eey%re the end ?f‘ the term that
he had ﬂ)ﬁz’tet[ any chance g“ re-efection.

?fl; returned to 3Jarinjﬁeff and resumed his Jaw Joractz'ce. ﬁ}/ now his
reputation as an honest, clever, agyaﬁfe, Ezncl:f}/ fauf}/er was ([}awz'nj clients ﬁom
all over the state and once every féw months he, a J’ut{ye and several other faWyerJ
held court in the nez’yﬁﬁon’nj counties--called ”rz'c[z'nj the circuit."

ﬁacf in 1820 7t had seemed that the tormentz'nj YueJtion q]p the gyreat[ (yc .sfavei:}/
fad been Joretty well settfed” t/frouj/; the j‘z;'.moun' (Gom(]aromz'.se, wﬁ@re@ the
state ojp ﬂ;ine was admitted as a ﬁee state and to maintain the balance



ﬁ&&oun’ came in as a slave state. ;%t the same time it was tyree([ that Jfaver:}/
should never be allowed in any 0]0 the territories f]inj north # ﬂ?&&ouri s
southern Eounc[m:}/.

But the troublesome issue was appearing again. Jwo new territories-- K ansas
and Nebiraska--were opening wp for setthement. They were both norsh of the fine
describiod'in the Gempromise. Yot Senator Stephon 7. Douglas of Ihincis
fiad sponsored a bill setting aside the Missouri Gompromise. "Let both the
Northerners and the Scutherners with their slaves settle in Koansas and
Nebraska, and as soon as they are ready for state government Jet them decide
whether their states skall be slave or free," ke urged: Douglas called kis stand
“popular sovereignty." The passage of the ill infuriated Lincoln. He could
think of nothing else. Riding the circuit ke Jamented Gongress' mistake, "Free
men and slaveholders can't five side by side. Jhey I be at eack other s throats
before you know it. Fnd when trouble starts between them there will be trouble
between the North and'the South...Jt doesn't belong in a free country which
was established for a freo pocple.”

Showly a resclution was taking shape in Fis mind; which would change fis fife
and the future of the country. That year (1855} e ran for the denate on the
Wiy ticket and perhaps, providentially, ke was defeated;, for afthough the
Wﬁé’y& were willing to have him speak against the spread of cffaver:}/, t/fey

themselves were not W‘iffz'nj to take a ﬁrm stand cyaz'n&t 7t.

Heanwhile, a new pokitical party was forming in the North. They called
themseves Republicans (aname Thomas_Jeffersen had wsed) and they flatly
demanded that the extension of slavery in the territories be kafted. Lincoln
Joinedthe party and spoke out at their first convention. dome said he had
breathed the breath of fife into the newbern party with kis stirring speech against
stavery. He was proposed for vice-president and received a fuir showing of



votes, but this was not Yuite hits moment. ﬁ seemed as tﬁouy/f fe was Waz'tz'nj.
”%nc[ while ke waited, Jometﬁ?nj in hitm b—ezyan to grow, some secret, hidden stir

of spirit.”

The whole issue of c9fav¢9r3/ was growing as well. n amazing novel, UUncle
Tom's Gabin (@ FHarriet Beecher Stowe) hud focused attention on the plight
of the %jro in bondage on southern plantation, and a Supreme Gourt
decision--Dred Scott vs. the TU.'S.--which kad ruted that slaves were property
under constitutional Jaw, had incited the indignation of Northerners.

In 1858 the Republicans nominated Lincoln for the TL.'S. Senate, and'in his
acceptance speech ke made kis views very clear: " house divided against itself
cannct stand.... Jis government cannct endure, permanently half slave and fialf
Sree... I do not expect the Union to be disselved-- do not expect the house to
SJall--but I do expect if will cease to be divided:"

The Democrats fad nominated Stephen . cﬁoujfcw, thereby supporting
“popular severeignty. " Lincoln fistened'to ene of Douglas' campaign speeches
and felt the time had come to answer. He challenged his cpponent to a series of
debates, to be held throughout the state. Jhe popularity of the men and the issues
drow huge crowds to the flag-decked towns. Feople were ahmost as fascinated by
the candidates physical differences as they were by their opposing theories of
_government. :ﬁoujfaﬁ, a short, thickset man, elegantly dressed and self-assured,
spoke with kaeI}/ eratery in a deep melfifluous voice; Linecesn, _gaunt and’
towering, his black coat wrinkled; kis high tencr voice floating above the din of
the crowd; spoke in simple Janguage of the pecple. Douglas hammered at fis
stand that each state should be allowed to decide whether or not to permit Jfavery

within its borders, while Iz'ncofn cried out cgaz'nwt the gareac[ (f deV@;:}/.

"CtL ;%e, " as he was tgﬁ[éctz'onatefy known, was not to be the senator ﬁom
j]fz’noi&, but the debates had, Eroujﬁt fiim into the Jouﬁfic eye as an z'mJafacaEfe fée



gp .sfaver:}/ and fad put him in fine ffvr the Jareen'clénc:}/. Tension continued to
mount between the W;rtﬁ andthe douth andin 1859 the nation was shocked

when a ﬁnatz'caf z;%ﬁoﬂtionist,lvﬁn -agrow‘n, Jed araid on a government arsenal

at %7(7967‘ s %rr:}/, %yz'nia, in an attempt to start a slave insurrection.

ﬁroww was cagaturer[ and Fanjef and became a martyr to the %ﬁofitz'oni&t&'
cause. yﬁe}/ ngmj: :Z(‘v/fn Drown's 50(6/ fies a—mofrﬁ)rz'nj in the  grave, ?f;& sout
_goes marcﬂnj on." JZ:/Q@ - Dattle 7fymn of the cggjau[;fic

|: John Brown's body lies a-mouldering in the grave, :|
John Brown's body lies a-mouldering in the grave,
But his soul goes marching on.

Chorus:
|: Glory, glory, hallelujah, :|
Glory, glory, hallelujah,

His soul goes marching on.

|: He's gone to be a soldier in the Army of the Lord, :|
He's gone to be a soldier in the Army of the Lord,

His soul goes marching on.

Chorus:

|: John Brown's knapsack is strapped upon his back, :|
John Brown's knapsack is strapped upon his back,

His soul goes marching on.

Chorus:

|: John Brown died that the slaves might be free, :|
John Brown died that the slaves might be free,
His soul goes marching on.

Chorus:

|: The stars above in Heaven now are looking kindly down, :|
The stars above in Heaven now are looking kindly down,
His soul goes marching on.

Chorus:



Activity 9.1 ~ Thoughts on
Slavery Activity

“Who Freed the Slaves??”

"At the precise moment [ Lincoln] told Greeley that
he would save the Union without freeing any slaves, he had a draft of the Emancipation
Proclamation in his desk. That always astonishes me. It always makes you then go back and
think about that letter.”

— Louis Masur

Using the Annenberg/CPB Learner.Org Primary Sources: Workshops in American
History - “Concerning Emancipation” view the lecture as a whole class and then
complete as much of the activities about “What Did Lincoln Believe?” considering his
beliefs and political opinions.

This is a graduate level course, yet it is my belief that the questions and some of the
readings and reflections are appropriate for middle school students when they are
unaware of the complexity of the material and they will accept the challenge and try
to do their best.

The questions are related to specific primary documents held on the activity page
related to slavery. The Lincoln - Douglas Debates, 1862 Appeal to Border State
Representatives for Compensated Emancipation, Emancipation Proclamation in

September 1862 and final copy in January 1863. Images related to the reading are
included.

http://www.learner.org/channel/workshops/primarysources/emancipation/activitiesor.html




